28          DEITIES OF VEGETATION AS ANIMALS      CHAP

the Central Provinces in India, are divided into clans which
have for their respective totems the tiger, the tortoise, the
goat, a big lizard, a dove, and so on.     If a man accidentally
kills his totemic animal, " the earthen  cooking-pots of his
household are thrown away, the clothes are washed, and the
house is purified with water in which the bark of the mango
or jamun tree (Eugenia jambolana) has been steeped.    This
is in sign of mourning, as it is thought that such an act
will  bring   misfortune."1      If a  Chadwar   of  the   Central
Provinces who has the pig for his totem should even see a
pig killed by somebody else, he will throw away the house-
hold crockery and clean the house as if on the death of
a member of  his  family.2    The  Polynesians  felt strongly
the need of ridding themselves of the sacred  contagion, if it
may be so called, which they caught  by touching sacred
objects.   Various ceremonies were performed for the purpose
of removing this contagion.    We have seen, for example,
how in Tonga a man who happened to touch a sacred chief,
or anything personally belonging to him, had to perform a
certain  ceremony before  he   could   feed   himself with   his
hands ;   otherwise it was believed that he would swell up
and die, or at least be afflicted with scrofula or some other
disease.8    We have seen, too, what fatal effects are supposed
to follow, and do actually follow, from contact with a sacred
object in New Zealand.*    In short, primitive man believes
that what is sacred is dangerous ; it is pervaded by a sort of
electrical sanctity which communicates a shock to, even if it
does not kill, whatever comes in contact with  it.     Hence
the savage is unwilling to touch or even to see that which
he deems peculiarly holy.    Thus Bechuanas, of the Croco-
dile clan, think it " hateful and unlucky " to meet or see a
crocodile;   the sight is thought to cause inflammation of the
eyes.    Yet the crocodile is their most sacred object;  they
call it their father, swear by it, and celebrate it in  their
festivals,6   The goat is the sacred animal of the Madenassana
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